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The Preface, 
I He LOR D, whoſe 
£5 


FP fire is in Zion. and 
i - whoſefurnace iS inJeruſalem, 
4 v bath in depths of his wiſdom 
uf þ (hon by terrible things 955! 

* in righteouſnels ea24in# thit. -- -42 
| Nation, he hath brought us Law. 179%] 
# Jown wonderfully, and hath 
4 F- made our breach wide as the ,.,; 
- Sea, who can heal us'? our 
{ bruiſe is incur rable, and our 26 -35-t wy 
3 $- wound is Qi VOUS, for the" 5 

: Lord hith- wounded us with- 

.'the wound of z2n Enemy, 

= with the chaſtifemene ot a 

"cruel one, becauſe' our fins * 

y were encreaſed, Le hath min- 1% 6. Y 
Feled a perverſe ipjrit in the 3% 
3 Mc ot us, which cauſeth © 
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The Preface, 
us to erre in every work, as | 
a drunken man ſtaggereth i n 4; 
his vomir, and weeat evety a | 
man the fleſh of his owa arm, *. þ..1 
for all this his anger 1s not © k 
E- turned away, but his hand is 7 *F 
Lem.1.14, ſtretched out ſtill, the yoke $7 
of our cranſerefions i 's bound "Y | 
by his hand, they are wreath- © 
ed, and come up upon our x} 3 
neck, and in the day of our: If 
calamity, he hath covered .]. 
us with a cloud in his anger, fl 
: 59.10, that like blind men in the > «of 
| 3} Fr 
dark we grope for the wall, 

and cannot find either our fin < 
or our duty : ſome cry, that | 
there be many of our Prophets ; Fi »_ 
who hive not diſcovered our % 
iniquity- to turn away our 
. captivity.: others complain, 
-that not afew of them, have 
een 


16. *Þ 20, 


[os yo 


{Lem, 2. Ie 


Lem.2 1. 


; 


| 


= , 


= 


k 
4 
hp 


Ba 


1. The Pref ace, 'S 
Þ ſeen for us falſe burdens and cauſes 
;4;, of baniſhment ; what ſhall we dowhilf 
alt. it's thus with ws? (rely it is = 
- |;-. meet to be ſaid unto God, 1 10% 
-} ſhew me why thou contend= Job 34. . 4 
7x eſt with me, I have born 3" 32-7 
+17 Chaſtiſement, Iwill not offend any 
if; more, that which I ſee.not, teach? 
®* thou me, if 1 have done iniquity, Iz 
*: will do no more; nntill the 
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F * Lord ſhall reveal it unto ns; a 


T.. 4nd make us wile in hearc to under * 
q ſtand 1his.,, and ſpeak to us, that we | 
|, may declare-it, for whac the Land 3 
4 : mourns, 1t 7s fit that in the things 
£1 of the Lord's controverſie, and of onr 
|'- duty whereto we have already attained, 
Þ. we walk by the ſame rule, and minde +; 
the (eme things. I do ſuppoſe that all + 
£Þ of as are of one mindcin this, that our 
| £ corrupt mixture infChurch members, 7 
* * and Church-officers , are one main” 
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; .” ” The Prefact, FH 
Canſe, why ſo wich wrath is gone 4. 
forth from the Lord againit. ni, and , 
doth abide wpon us, The Lord's deſign _ 
* wpon Scotland for « long time paſs ©| 
NL ſeems to hawe been to purge 
FEXK-24-13- his houſe, 4244s to have :{' 


Us. 1. 25. | ; 
* Ezek,20.38- his ordinances pure, ſo to + 


|. ZcpÞ-2 5 have his people and his-4 
- Officers alſo pure; 1 mean wot of 4 [ 


* higher pitch than the dofFrine and po- 
* licie of our Church dath reach, be- 
- Cauſe ( I fear not to ſay it ) the mea- 
* ſuring line of the SandFuary bath been |. 
| Bretched over theſe,io give untothem 
* due Scripture dimenſions, concerning þ 
” the qualification of Church members, { 
| and Church Officers: If in theſe \. 
. things eur practice were agreeable 19 
E our rule, we needed not be aſhamed, ++. 
F But might ſpeak with our Enemitcs in T% 
- the gate , and anſwer him that re= q*._ 
proacheth us, our fin i1, that being 4 
weighed 4 ; 
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K. The Preface: 4 
4. weighed in eur own balla'ce, we are' 
&). found too light, how many Churchs" 
| . members are there in Scotland, whons | 
*Þ. owr Church diſcipline ( if conſcientl= 
. 8nſly weilded) would cut off as rottew,: 
4 How many Church-Officers, whom | 
' *'.. that diſciplin would cat out as #nſa- 
6]: vory:ſalt ?:we have rejoy- 
| ced in our pride. and been 
33 


Zeph. 3, 118 ; 


havghty becauſe of the Lord's holy 
4, Mountain, but have wot ſo.zealouſly : 
+ cared, that holineſs to the —_ A 
; |.” Lord might be engrayen 521, 7 
; V- in all the pots of his 34 
" iþ houſe, ye have breaſted of a Reforme- 
, | 4, Hiom of the Ordinances, withoat ſeeks * 
r i; ing asreally to reform Charch- Offie, * 
p H' ces, and. Church- Members, acrords, | 
, 34. #ng tothe Pattern thereof, Pure Ora, : 

hs. 20, l . 

u 7 dinayces are indeed things precious © 
= 4" 4nd excellent,Cand what ſonl among us 
F 4, fhat hath any meaſure of the truef 
dy Ze 
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4 "The Fefun. | lt 
al of the Lords-boule, can bebold* ra 
[the defacing of theſe, awil wot make it - 
the mater of their lamentation) yet | NW 
| theſe. are but means [ubordinate 10 4 - | 
_ parc high and {uper- excellent end, 19": o\ 8 
wit, that we may thereby be brought * 
oy , With open face to behold | 
O's. '.asin aglals the glory. of ; 
the 4 and be changed uato the * 
fame Image from olory to glory, 4 
"even as by the ſpirit of the Lord, , 
that we may-all come uns * 
| gh +23". to the unity of the faich, ol: 
unto the knowledge of the Son of © 
FGod, unto aperfe& man, voto the 4 
* meaſure:pf the ſtatureof the fulneſs : 
of Chriſt, /: ts true; that all the ; 
| Members of the Chunth wifible, will - 
0 x0t be living and: lively © 
| Mar: 29. 66 ſtones in the Lards.tem....* 
| ple, ne#ther doth the rule of Ehurchs * 


nm hold out or 6aſÞ owt E] 
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> who are not really ſuch, bat this is the. 
.=it:. great ſcope that all of us onzht to Its 
+} well at, that all the Lords people may? 
:{ - be holy that all who profeſs 5 
Wo , C Plal. 93. '$+ 
4: faith in Feſus Chriſt, may he 
Sd walk as becomes the Goſ- Phil. « 27s 
-\- pel of Jeſus Chriſt, And 


- ,* how ſhall this be attained, unle 
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«3 to whom the charee of holy things be 

committed be holy, the ſons 
+, Of Zevi muſt be purified, 
* +1, and purged as gold and as filver, be* 
7\.: fore they offer unto the / 8rd an offes«: 
4: ring in righteonſneſs, when that #83 

aone, then are the offerings of Judah" 
. and Jeruſalem pleaſant unto the; 
Lord, 7 acknowledge that we were: 
& once s£P0n a fair way for purging the's 
Houſe of God in this Lind, they who 
+. Snterrupted us ſhall bear their burdens} 
| but what was done inthis thing; was 
ih i Ro 
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| The Preface. 

ot More refreſhing to gracious bedrts;than 
Pas ſorely repined at,and oppoſed byothers 
Fa fin that provoked the Lord to ftop the 
wrrent of ſo rich a mercy } therefore do 
wany .now make haſte agdin to intrude 
themſelves upon the Cangregations whence 
bey Were once juſtly caſt out, and not a 
ew amongſt the People love to. have it ſo, 
"though there were d confpiracy [O ICs 


pf Jericho, and repair the ruines of Edom. 
bats. the great Shepherd of Souls , that 


there is agreat company, of gracious men 
yorgft” the Officers of bis Eburck, who 


motbing of Miniſters ; It is more than ma- 
rant, v0 earthly minded men, who 


anany Congregations, and where ſuch bear 
ale, what can be expeled, but that the 
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turo to Egypt,and to build again the walls. 


Ado alſo acknowledge it with thank fulneſs 


palk-in the ways of the Lord, and keep _..- 
Sis charge, but there be alſo many that nei» 
ther do ſo, nor know how to do it; To ſay. 
wmifeſt,that there is ageneration. of igno:. 
bear the name of Elters and Deacons in 


"ople ſhould periſh for want of knowledge, 
dbolineſs be deſpiſed, and by in the fe 
| ang . 


. firuflted in the way of the Lord, and walk 


- The Treface. r 
and Congregations ſtill abide in to ſwarthy a 
temper, If we might find grace in thy 
Lords fight, to be througbly convinced off 
this great Churck-evil, whence many 
Church evils flow, and be brought' wits 
ſome meaſure of ſincerity to endeavour the 
remedy thereof, what a branch of bope 
might it be, that our reproach ſhould be 
taken away, and we become a People in 


ing to the Praiſe and Commendation of the 
Goſpel,which is now evil ſpoken of,ecanſe g 
the-ignorance, and looſe :converſation | 
many among us ; Therefore am I'bold- 6 
preſſed in ſpirit C albeit one of the weake 
and moſt wnwor thy.) to offer this-little 
Treatiſe, with an eye upon this end, 4 

let me without offence, beſeech adj the Mi 
niſters, Elders, Deacons, Congregations 
Presbyteries, and Afemblies of 4k 
Church, in the bowel» of the Lord Feſw 
Chfiſt : yea, let me obteft them by thi 
blood of the everlaſting Epvenant, by thei 
Zeal of the Lord's bonour, by the cre dit 
of the Goſpel, by their love to _ k 
ſouls, and by the fury of the A 
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«ta Preface, © 

. which be hath cauſed to _ up- 
a us, becauſe ke purged us, and we 
dnot be purged ; andas they. defire, 
Lord ſhou'd bring ns again, and 


9 Os, "leave us a remnant, end give 
pail in bis toly place ; that they would 
puch of them in their ftations, endeavour 
to take forth the precious 


Fer. 15. 19. 
rd's houſe in thisLand from corrupt Of- 


4 bd ON, will we not  be- made 
a?: When wall it once be? 


from the vile, and purge the- 


ficers, and corrupt members; -' 


ca#ſe us ſtand before him, end © 
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Ti; He inducements that perſwaded me 
to write, and then to publiſh 

this [0 T reatiſe of Ruling Elder 
and Deacons, were chiefly theſe, 4; 
The ſenſible. Impreſſion that the: Lore 
hath made upon my Spirit, as alſo (1 
know ) upon the ſpirits of the godly 6 
an ihe L and, of the great prejudice that 
'” comestothis poor Church by a multitndg 
of men in theſe offices, who neither ky 2 ; 
their duly, nor make conſcience 10 
form it. 2+ T he vindicatingthe Di xy. 
rine of our Church concerning the(# 
+} Church»Offi ers, that the mouths :f fjuch 
'® who jpeakevil maybe ſflopped, and 8- 
thers who m_ may be  Jatiofede:. 3» 
Th 
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'To the Reader: © 


ers, and Elders in the Presbytery and 
wperegation, where the Lord hath ſet 
es all which did receive ſome ſpirit 
1d hife, when I found my Name among 
boſeto whom the.Gen. Aſſembly of this 
Church did commit 'and recommend 
bis work long ego. 

*. 1 have endeavoured to handle it with 


rt b,and as ſhortly, without wronging 
£ the matter as | could: It is not unlike 
Wit ſome may think, that I have done 
po great buſineſs, becauſe I have brought 
0 new thing, 1 acknowledge that it is 
is what 1 have ſaid, 7s for the matter 
Eiruit ) and in many things for the 
bord, too,the DoArine of ihe Scriptures, 

Lad of Proteſtant Divines, and «f our 
Church, in the ATitand Policy theref; 


g.into ſome «Method what was hing 
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_ | 
be preſſing defire of Brethren, Mini- 


s much plainneſs and evidence of 


7 [ ave. but putfogether in one,and digeſt- 
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ſeattered. 
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. ſcattered of before, that theſe who either” 


to ſearch for ſuch things , may now han 
- them at their hand. Others may look 


. contend; I have done what 1 conld, at 
|: leaſt what ] conceived bei? in order to 

+ theends Ipropounded to my. ſelf; If o=" 
FT thers ſhall find favour of the Lord to do. 
: better, I ſhatl bleſſe hzs Name on their: 


| ' more nor they ſhall be able or willing to 
\.. undertake 3 yea , more than the Lord: 


| ders, Ntisteue what is ſaid of the EL. * 


-I5 "M0 wi - the Reader. 


could not, or would not be at the pains} 


wpen this Treatiſe as not plain enough, 
6r as mot ſo exadG, full, and perfet# as" 
3f ought to be; with theſe I ſhall not 


behalf, and receive. ana make aſe of of 
their pains with. thankfalneſs, 
* ſome may happily think, that hd is 
here too much laidupon Ruling. Elders; 


dothrequiye of the, 0ſt of the things 
that are mentioned by us beinp incums_ 
bent to eMiniſters ratker than to El- 


der $ 4 


T0 fe ade mw 
a9 75 alſo the = of Miniſters, 


wertue of his Calling, that alſo ought the 


ut ſo far as we know, nothing is ſpoken 
of the Elder, that doth not belong 
Jo him ; if through ignorance or want 
of abilitie, or negle@ , or cuſtome, El. 
ders have not done theſe things, it is 
that which ought to be helped, it is now 
high time for them to awake, and to 
ow and owne, and follow their duty 


10 know how much ſhe hath ſmaried un- 
der the hands of ignorant and floihjul, 
yea and ſcandalous men; we would not 
of alwajes- jatisfie. our | ſelves 
Tunic E:- with diſguiſed and hiſtrio- 
4b nical men, putted up with 
Tiles or with Idols; dead in fins to 
be Elders; but would ſeek after ho- 
| ly Ms . who being enducd with 
faith 
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for by whatſoever the Elder ought 80 doby 


inifter to do, and Jomewhat more, 
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d fir the Church of God in reac 26h F; 
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- "To the Reader. 1 


|" theChurch hisSpouſe chooſing ther 
| and calling them, undertake the Gos 
/  yernment thereof, that they may 1: 


%*. culars here ſpoken of, diſcourage oF. 
* ſearr any: 1tis not ſo much the'meaf= 


Charge, [andry particulars whereof thi: 


', Called to exerciſe, and if they be in 

'. ſome. meaſure fitted for theſe parts Of 
4. the charge which God calls thews to tx» 
'F erciſe, and follow the ſame with fing! 


fairh-in God, and walking in his 0+ 
bedience,God authorizing them, and; 


bour to the conſervation and E 
dification of the ſame in Chriſt: 
Neither needs the qualification , Of 
multitude, or difficulties of the parts-: 


wre as the truth of the thing that bs 
io be looked at, We have (et dow 
what « Ruling Elder ought to be, #18 
regard of the while extent of his. 


moſt part of Ruling Blders are ſeldons 


neſs of heart, they may believe - : 
Fey. 


fo To the Reader,” NF 
they ſhall be aſſifted, and accepted of |. 
God in Feſns Chriſt, the Imployment | 
bs not theirs, but the Lords, from whom 
Fhey may expect both their furniture, 
and «l(o their reward ; let them _ 
xd be doing, and the Lord ſhall be 

ws them, 
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TREAT ISE 
F Ruling Elders. 


CHAP. 1, 
Of their Names. 


WAV get: s-neceſlary to be under? 

VV good concerning XR El-: 

dex may be taken up-in the expli- 
_ cation of theſe four, x, Their name 
* 2, Their inftirution, 3, Their Calling.3 
4+ Their Qualification and Duty,* 
The word Elder- in the* 

=o 7I0E rs doth-fi yo ' ” 


" Diſe 6.6.$ 


Part. Cap: I, buke mot an-Elder, but in. 
i Tim.5.1' ;reat him 4s 4 father, ud. 


* 
8 4 "= 
1 - 
bo , | 
h -+ 
"© 
V * 
* 
- 


C 20) | 
the younger men as bre». | 
 thren, 2, It fi ignifies thoſe who have 5 
} lived in the times of old, +: 
Mat. 15.2: Mat, 15, 2, Why do thy 
Diſciples rranſgref the tradition of '? +: 
| he Elders. 2, Itis taken for honour- 
able and worthy men, 2/4, 3. 2, The - 
ard of Hoſts doth rake away from - | 
Feruſalen and Fodah the Prudent and * 
Ihr Ancient, 4 It is the name of 2 
Spiritual O fficerin the houſe of God- 
| ATs 14, 23. Aud wo 
they had or@zined them El- 
rs bn every ci, In-this lat gni« © 
7 cation it 15 taken in this place, for 
theſe who bear Rule in the Houſe of 
dd. who arecalled Elders becauſe of | j 
e Knowledge, Giits, Experience, -. 
Pradence and Gravity , wherewith 
[they ought to be induced, 

IF The Officers in the 
DW __ Houſe of God, who in 
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_— Scripturesarecalled | 


$ by the name of Elders, are ot ſeverall | 


». ſoits, Preaching Elders or Miniſters, 

; 5 * Teaching Elders or Doors, and 
#. Ruling ot Governing Elders. all "theſe 
% F'threeareotten timesintheN. T.coms 
"1 P"1zed under the general name of Bl- 
o | LOTT 4 2, Gerdct.s 6,22, 8 207 
"B+, and 20 1% 17,1, Pet, 5 It is the Bu-Y 

b i”, heb of ling Elder whom we 
- Der \., 6.8. 3, have now to do with, - 
bd who is ſo called, noe! 


; F becauſe the power of ruling and g0« 
{ $. verning the Church belongs ro him © 
& _E for it alſo beiongsto thePreachs q 
-md Teaching El: ers, or to the: 
*Mooiſters and DoRors : But becaule* 
F3.to rule and govern is the principal 7 
- and chie! part of his Charge and.Im-' 
— = luna it is the higheſt A of | 
”: bis Office ; It is not competent for * 
- bim ro Preach, that belongs to the ” 
. ;; Paſtoror Miniſter, nor to reach, chat... 


þ 
"on | bes 
Ih —_— 
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* oned amongſt the Officers of the 
Tm Lords Houſe, whom the Popiſh | 


, -: 393 3 : 
belongs to the Doctor z but his Office | 
is comprized within the compaſle of | 
Ruling and Governing the Chutch 
FF and therefore he is called the Gover® | 
* ning or Ruling Elder; The Apoſtle in || 
the Epiſt'e to the Rom: '* 
ch,1 2, 8, calleth him, hims 
that rwleth, and 1 Core 
_ 12,28, hecalls them Go- | 
T vernments. putting the abſtradt for / 
F the concter, Governments for Gover: +5; 
& nours. Tius then we have the 1 
+ proper or right name of theſe | 
* Church Officers, which ſerves to 
= corre a twofold miſtake, The 
$ 1, is, of theſe who either out of ig- } 
+ norance, or diſdain, do call them |! 
£7. Lay-Elders, asit they werea part of | 
*? the Peopleonly, and not to bereck- |. 


Rom, 12. 8 


l IJ 3 Cor, 12. 28. 


Py Chuchia their pride,and others tol- 
| lowing 


, ; ( 23) 5 
# lowing them calls the Clergy, that is, 
| the Lords Inhericance,ia oppoſition 
_ to the Laity or People, whom they. 
- Jook upon, as baſe and much inferi-- 

or tothe other in worth and Excel». 
"5+ lency, whereas all the Lords People . 
{ are his portion, a»d the lot of bis inhes | 
- ritance, Dent, 32.9.1. Pet.5.3, The 
. ſec. nd miſtake is, of theſe who do"? 
| Call cheſe only Ruling-Zlders, who 
_ + fit in Presbyteries,Synods, and Gen- 
A eral Aflemblies, allowing to others 
© | the name of Zlders, but not of Rul- 7 
© |-ing- Elders - But every Elder in the © 
wh Lords Houſe is a Ruling-Elder, Be» 
© | cauſe the power and exerciſe of: mie . 
D” 4 and Government belongs to every: 
| Elder, though ſome of them upon 
k. | ſpecia}l occaſions be called to a more 


he F eminent Exerciſe of it than others. 


\ A. wn ww wy at. A. MY. 4. 


ol- CHAP, | 


yo 
CHAP: I l. 


Of the Inſtitution of 
Yate Elders, 
{The 2 bock H E Inftitution of | 
ni \. L the Office of Rue *|þ 
I ling Elder, is divine, it is *F 
Not an ordinance of man, but of God, 
T he Lord Jeſur, upon whoſe ſhoul- 
ger the Government is, and who is 
faithfull | in 3ll his Houſe, hath in his :; 
ternal Wildom thought fit to ap«. 
ppoint ſuch an Officer in his Houſe, | 
hg right and orderly Governing ; 
(2 [t is true, that by the ſloth, 
;6 Ghicw by the pride of Teachers, 
ghileſt. they - Wk would ſeem to be © 
To. omewhat, and by the policy of Sa- 
” tang and inadvertance of the Church, 
© theſe Officers were' for many Ages © J 
| rogethet, out of we in the Chriſtian * 
Church 


FAY 


( 25 
E Church, But vine it is, that both 
- the Jewiſh Synagogue, and aſter, 'he 
* Chrift:an Church had Semores, or 
B28 Elders, veithout whoſe counſel no» * 
Fs. ;bing was done in the Church; That 
#K the Jewiſh Church had ſuch, appears. 

= from 2 Chro. 19. 8. Fer. 29, 1. Mat. 
16.21,22,23,26,57,59.0.4.5. Andi 
* WWmbroſ Com, on 1. Tim, that the Chris 
*+Þo bt aw in hiſs 34 Ch. of ſtianChurchaly 

POL. 


befil. Mag. Com. ſo had them ift} 
Iay 3. 2. Hier. on that h | 
me place. Avg EY. 137, NE priwicnny 


| Free. con. Celſ. lib, 3. Ang. & purelt times times 
: 4 + 3+ CONITA Creſcen. Cap. 56, thereof , ap. 2 
7» Fd 

T> _ {rom 'the teſtimony of ancientY 
+1; Writers, as may be found by che 
= who will tke pains to ſearch into : 
\heſe things. But we have a more ſure - 
1 word for the Divire Inſtitution of -: 
Y Noyte ingh e Chriſtian Church, then 
oy teſtimor; of man, to witythe Te. 4 
J; fimony of God, 1 the Scr1 TIP! turcs of 
the 5 


m_— ( 26) | 
"| the New Teſtament. The firſt place ' 
-* | of Scripture is Rom.12.6,7, $:Having 
A then gifts » differing according to the 
| grace thet is given us, whether prophee | 
” | fre, let us propheſie according to the pros | 
19 portion of faith,or CMiniſtery, let us | 
Fc} wait on our Miniftring, or he that | 
bt Feacheth on teaching, or he that exhort- | 
7 eb on exhortation ; he that gives, let | 
7 bim do it wib ſimplicity + he that ruleth, | 
* with diligence q he that ſheweth mercy, | 
* with cheerfulneſſe, In which Texty the | 
F Apoſtle doth firſt comprehend all | 
&. the ſeveral! kindes of ordinary (tand-- 
. ing Officers in the Church of God , | 
| under two general Heads, to wit ,[* 
f Prophecie, whereby is meaned the} 
' ordinary facultie of right unders 
' MKandiong and expounding the Scrip-! 
tures, and Miniſtery, under which) 
is comprehended all other Church-}. 
Officers and Imployments:'To each; 


> 


- . © 
—_— cc 


| nerall duties,to wit,that he who pro* 


| the proportion of faith, h.e. accord-. 
| ing to the meaſure, of the meaſure of 
| knowledge of the word of faith, that 


 ligently or Clothfully, but faithful- 
. Iy and diligently. Then he ſub-di-- 
- vides theſe two Generalls, into the 
- ſpeciall Offices contained under 


|. fieth, into him that teacheth,and him 


© thatexhorteth,or into the Dofor;ta 
whom the word of teaching or In» 


| ſtereth, he comprebends, firſt him 


2 ; 
of theſe the Apoſtle addeth their ge- 


phefieth, ſhould do it according to 


he hath received of God g And he 
that miniſters ,' let him wait on higy 
miniſtring, h. e. let him not doit neg-- 


themz He divides him that prophe- 


ſtruion belongs, and the Paſtor, to 
whom the Word of Exhortatios is 
competent. Under him that mini- 


that giveth, by whom is meant the 
B 2 Dea- - 


# © 
/ $ 


m_ 


# I Cor. 12. 283, And God hath ſet ſome | 


(28 ) 
Deacon, who is appointed for the 
ſupply of the poor, Secondly, him 
that ruleth, by whom can be meant 
NO Other then the Ruling Elder, ſee- 
ng an ordinary ruling Officer in the | 
£4 Church, who is different from the- 
E# Paſtor and Teacher is here ſpoken | 
ww. of by the Apoſtle, El 
Theſecond place of Scripture that | 
& provestheOthce of Ruling Elders is, | 


| 


| 


in the Church, firſt _Apoſtles, ſecond- | 
# tb Prophets, thirdly Teachers , after-. 
ward miracles, then gifts of healing. 
5.4 belps, governments, kinds of tongues, þ 
FT Some of the Bibles of the late Ez-} 
F gli Tranſlation read helps 7n govern- | 
ments, but croſs to the Text in the |-! 
firſt Language, that bears helps, go- |, ( 
wernments , as two diſtin things, jt 
and therefore in other Editions of 


that Tranſlation, this is help: d. ha q.; 
this:| 


—_—_ _ 


29 ) | 
this Tex: the Apoſtle reckons ſeveral 


| Officers ofthe Church, ſome extra- 


ordinary, which were to continue |; 
| bur for a ſeaſon, ſuch as Apoſtles, 
| Prophets, Powers or Miracles, gifts 


4 .of healing, kinds of tongues: Some - 


. Ordinary, which were to continue 
 1n the Church to the end of the ' 
. World, and theſe are Teachers, or 
| the ordinary Church- Ofhcers, who 


[ are exerciſed in the Word : Helps, h,* 


e. the Deacons, who are appointed. ; 
for the help and reliet of the poor 5. * 


1 andgoverninents,h, e, the Gy verning. 


. and Ruling Eiderssforit1s clear from 
| the words, that the Apoſtle by Ga» 

vernments,doth m:an a Church-Of- 
. ficer, whom God hath ſet in his 
\ Church, for Ruling and Governing 
"thereof , now this cannot be any 6. _ 


f! ther of the Church- Officers, for theſe 


he bath named befides, and therefore 1 
B3 it. * 


30 } 
it remains thar it is the Ruling El- | « 
{ The third place of Scripture is, | | 
17:m.5.17,Let the Riders that rule well; | : 
be counted worthy of double honour, ſpe- 

L#7ally they that Labour in the word and © 
| HoFrine. Which Textdoth hold forth 
and diſtinguiſh two ſorts of El- 

-ders in the Church , to whom: the 
' Lord Jeſus hath committed the 
power of Ruling 3 One ſort who 
} doalſolabour in the Word and Do- 
+ Qrine, to wit, Paſtors and Teachers: 
| Another ſort who do only Rule, | - 
and doing it well, are accounted Þ 
.. worthy of double honourgand theſe F 
© are the Ruling Elders. of whom we 


ſpeak. 
From this. that } 
2. Book of Diſcipl. the Office of the Þþ. 
+ C-3,{cR.13,14,15, Ruling Elder is. }|.*! 
” £6, Aſeert:of the go- of Divinelnſti- |): « 
_%  vernwent || 
kg 


. 
of 
. 
= 
” 
” - LE 
| 1 < 


- _ 0 
, . » . x 
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_,, . 


| (973 ; 
- | vernment of the tution,we gather 
| Church of Scotland, thefe conclufte' 
| part I.C. 2. pag,1t. Ons, Firſt,that it | 
and 17. is not a thing 
=” arbitrary and : 
-indifferent for ſuch to wait upon | 
- their charge,yea or not, as theypleaſey 
© oras their attendance may contribute } 
' for their awn or their friends parti- | 
* cular, which is the cuſtom of too too | 
- | many Elders; but that they are 
| bound in conſcience diligently to at= 
>- | tend and follow the duties thereof, 
; | whether they be ſuch as'they oughr, 1 
| þ to the ſeveral Members of the Cons .; 
> | gregation,or the keeping of S«(hon, 
> | - or Presbytery,and other Afﬀlerwblies | 

- of the Church, when they are called 

» 5 and defired thereto. 
> Secondly,that Elders ought todo 
; |]. * their Officegnot formally and hypo»: | 

F- critically,for the faſhion only , but- x 
!, B. 4. - fincerely;: 


=_ "092 ) 
* fincerely and honeſtly, as in the ſight | 
: of God, by whom they are called un- | 
'to this holy Calling, and to whom 
"they muſt render an accompt of their ; 
diſcharge of this great truſt. | 
Thicdly,they ought not to domi« + 
neer over their fellow Brethren and £ | 
' Elders , but carry themſelves hum- | 
© bly and ſerviceably, as theſe whoare |- 
; appointed of the Lord Jeſus for minj- 
| iiring unto, and edifying of his Bo-. 
| dy the Church. | | 
& - Fourthly, that they ought to car-. þ 
ry themſelves with that authority, | 
holineſs, gravity andprudence, that } 
E becomes theſe whoarecalled of God F 
E to bear Rule in his Houle. 
FF Fifthly, that Elders once lawfully 
& called to the Otf:e, and having gitts 
| from God meet toexexciſethe ſame, ' 
& (unleſs they be removed therefrom, - 
& becauſe of miſcarriages) are (tt]] El- +! 
M | ders, þ 


| ( 33) ! 
bt Þ ders,thogh happily inCongregations . 
of where many qualihed 

m | 2. Bock of men may be found, 
ir | Diſcip.ch,5. ſome may be permit- 
. þ fect. 3. ted for a time toſur= | 

I... I ceaſe from the exerciſe 

d [+ of the charge, and others be put in 
. their room, as was among the Les 2 
yites under the Law, 10 ſcrving] in 
he Temple by courles. ; 
| Sixthly , that people ought to . 
4 obey ſuch as theſe who have the / 
F rule over them, and co ſubmit them- 3 
| ſelves, becauſe: they wait for their 
© þ. ſouls,as they that muſt give account,.3 
= that they may do it with joy, and © 
not with grief, Heb, 13, 17. 
Yea, they would know them. as? 
' theſe whoare over them in the Lord, 
& and do admonilh them, and eſicem.-, 
4+ them very highly in lovg for their, 
- works ſake, 1 The, 5. 12, 13. E 
| B5 CH AP. . 


(34) | 
CHAP. IT: 


Of ihe Y ocation or Calling of Ruling 
Elders. 


| |S no wanisto in<| 
| 2. Book of dif. E ' trude in any.im- | 
| Cap, 3- ployment without a 
| lawful Calling,ſo much | 
| Jeſs ought any-man to intrude. him- 

| ſelfwithout a Calling, into any fa- 
; cred FunRion in the], 
; 2 Bookof di]. Houſe of God: Heb. 5, 
Cap.+3: - 4+. Therefore before | 
_ any take upon him to. | 
exerciſe the Office of Ruling Elder, | | 


4 


Phe ought tobe lawtullycalled there- 
| unto. . This Calling is inward or out- ! 
' ward; the inward Calling is the Te- | 
| ſtimony of a good Conſcience, con. 
EF ceraing fome meaſure of ability and # 
| gifts for. the Charge, and a _— ( 
b - ang. 


% 
k 
| 
$ Fi 


and honeſt inclination and purpoſe 


' the ſame manner with that of other 


' by the Congregation wherein they 
 --are to bear charge, : AFs 6. 3, 5s 
- and I4e 23, | 


 1-Book of diſcip. about in - the: more 
 8-headz touching orderly way it is fit 


toimploy thele gifts, forthe honour 
of God , the advancement of 'the- 
Kingdom of Jeſus Chriſt, and the: 
good of ſouls. 

The outward Calling is to be after 


Church-officers, and it ſtands in their 
Election, .and in the tryal of -their: 
carriage, gifts, and admiſſion to the: 
Charge. . The EleRion is to be made: 


That it may begone 


the Eleflion of dd a | 
Elders end Dea- that a nomination be 


CONSs - ' made bythe Miniſter 
: and Elderſhip.of th 
pagien of the perſons ficteſt 7 


Con 2 
and beſt qualified for the imploy=, 


| ment, and that the names of the per- | 
ſons nominated by them, be pubs. 
| lickly intimated to the Congregatt- 
on, and they delired,in caſe of their 
- not being ſatisfied, as having excep- 
tion, or knowing others better qua- }_ 
#lified, to repreſent the ſame to the | 
|: Miniſter and Elderſhip. If there be 
no Elderfhip | in the Congregation, a 
«nomination may be made enher by}, 
the Fresbytery, or by the moſt judi. 
 ctous and godly Members. of the. 
- Congregation 3; particularly Maſters: 
- of Families, together with tire Vi-YF 
” niſter, or one or more Miniſters of 
the Presbytery, in caſe of the Con- + 
- gregations want of a Miniſter. uy 
- The trial to be by the 
2: Book _ Minifter and Elderſhip | 
S eipline $head of the Congregation, or 
« in caſe of the want of theſe, by the / 
\ Predbyrery : And they are — 
24.3 


' edboth inregard of th*1r converla-. 


_* of their ability and prudence for Go« 


$ . not been much in vſe in this Churchs 
| ſcience would be made of making 
+ Choiſe of ſuch as had knowledge,ani 
were able and fit, or that if any ig* 


þ nominatzthat ſome of the Congrega 
F- tion upon the intimation- ob thei 


* ltfied ment have been admitted: Bl 


"CY 


tion, that it be blameleſs and holy, 
and alſoin regard of their knowledge 
and experience 1n the things of God, 
and of the Afﬀeairs of his Houfs, and: 


vernment 3 It is true that the trial 
of Elders in their knowledge and! 
oifts required for their Charge, hath 


It being taken for granted, that cons 


norant,or not able and fitted, were 


names, would except againſt\thens: 
but by this means it hath come ti 
paſs,that many ignorantand unqr 


ders in many Congregations, to rf 
gs grei 


4 
1 ; 


38.) 


great detriment of R eligion, and no 


Apoſtle 1 Ti. 3. 10. ſpeaking. of 
{ Deacons, which is the loweſt rank 


ſmall reproach of our Church: The | 


| of the Officers of the Church, re- |” 


* a Deacon, . being found blameleſs: 


| that plead for the tryal of a . Mini 


| Jifications required in-them, . 


; quires that theſe alſo firſt be prov- þ 
| £d, then let them uſe the Office of | 


And the ſame reaſons and .grounds 


| ter, pleads alſo for the tryal of El- |} 
| ders, .in a way ſuitable to the quae: | 


Joy ib gregation,.or one- 


= In Book: appointed by the. 
_ 0a ” Presbytery, in the 


| preſence of the whole Congregati- | 
'ongwith the Preaching of the Word, 


Prayer 


| Their Admiſſion - ; 
| See the manner of | is to be by the Miy 7 
Elefing and admit Ger of the Cons - © 


concerning their. duty, and with - | 


[no 
[he 
-of 
nk 
ICs 


(39 ): | 

Prayer and Aumiliation,concerning. | 
the ſpirit of their Calling to be pour- 

ed out upon. them , and that the. 

pleaſure of theLord may proſper in 

their hands: At which time they are. 

| ſolemnly to engage themſelves be- | 


ds | 


* 


Þ } 


71 


| fore theLord,to be faithful;and dili. * 


; able imploymentz and the People 


| bey them, and to ſubmit themſelves 


gent, and watchful over the flack- 
committed to their charge,and in all 
the duties of that holy and honour. 


are alſo. to engage themſelves to os 


*F- love for.their works ſake. 


þ 
.» 


n'! totheminthe Lord, and to honour 
_ them,and highly to eſteem ;hemin 
.. 


- of ” 
- — "mf —wom pm prom =y - 
* = 


CHAP, IV.. 
Of the Duties of-a Ruling Elder; 
PIAHe Duties of a Ruling Elder 
: beoftwo ſarts, lome thatare 


d/o. 


4 — 


(40). 


| perſonal, and relate to his converſa-| 


| 


tion as a Chriſtian , others that are{Þ: 
Official, and relate to hisRuling, as. 


an Office-bearer in the Houſe 0 
God, | | 
His perſonal+4+ 


| 3: Book of Diſcipline, qualifications, 


4 or the duties A 


& 2. Book of Diſcipline, of his con- $ 


,and Charge,of Souls, and ſets down 


chap. 6. verſation, are If 
. the fame with Þ 
theſe which the Apoftle requires in Þ 
the converſarion of a Miniſtcr, 1 Time, *Þ 
© 3. 2, 334, 5,6,7. and 6.11. Tit. r.6, .þ 
1 7,0. I1 which Scrip. 'S 
The manner of E- tures undzr - the Þ 
leFing Miniſters name of *=:9%w0,, T 
and Elders, or an Overſecr, he + 
{ Jun. Ecglel, lib. comprehends all * 
2, ch, 2. ch. 3+ theſe Officers who 


have the Overſight 
what | 


| "7 RI 
rfa. {what manner of perſons he would - 
are have them to be in regard of their. | 
; as Fconverſation and carriage : I (hall : 
off ſpeak oftheſe things with Applicati« 
on to the Ruling Elder. That the. 
nai4:RulingElder ought to beof a-blame.. * 
ns. Flefs and Chriſtian Converſation ,. is. 
ies | above queſtion, but that it may be 
n- more diftintly known what the 
re &gHoly Ghoſt requires of ſuch in res. ? 
h FT gard of their converſation : { (hall. 
n | from theſe Scriptures ſhow , Firſt, | 
e, [what the Apoſtle would have them 
;, | notto be. Secondly, what he would: : 
'&have them to be. The things of the} 
F firſt ſort are theſes r. A Ruling El- 
j der mult not be given to Wine,they# 
4 muſt not be lovers nor followers. oF 
þ firong drink, nor debord in riot and. 
_ Exceſs, nor tipple away tyme in Ales 
F houſes and Taverns. 2. Hemulſt not 
+ be a ſtriker nor a brawler, nor given; 
L t4 


4 4d 5. A 
F to quarrelling and contentions. 3Jto 
F He muſt not be covetous, nor greedyfB 
|| of filthy lucre 3 for, the love cf moreft (01 
F 27 the root of all evil, which while ſomg$w! 
f covet after, they erre from the faith, and} ca 
| pierce themſ-lues through with many} 
* ſorrows, 4. He muſt not bea novicez] 


T 2 


+ or one newly come to the faith, leſt | ( 
| be _ wp with pride,and fall into' 

' #he condemnation of the Devil, the ſpi- | 
t Fits of Novices are not yet well bal- F 
F laſted, nor brought low enough by | 
; frequent exerciſes of the Croſs, and 
} ſo come tobe more cafily puffed up, 
+ therefore there is need that he be an 
exerciſed Souldier of Jefus Chriſt, Þ 
and on&who by Experience istaught Þ 
Fto know the wiles of the Devil,and |} 
& is able to endure hardneſs, 5, He |} 
Fanuſt not- be ſelf-willed, adhering þ 
{ pertinacioully, and without reaſon 
{to bis own jadgment, and refuſing 
3 to 


| 43 | 
s. 3lto hearken to the judgment of his 
reedyBrethren, though ſound and whole- 
0 ef ſome. 6» He muſt not be ſoon angry, 
Jom@whether upon real or conceived 
 ©Gt cauſes of provocation. 
- The things of the ſecond fort be 
theſe, r, He muſt be blameleſs. 4b.e, 
' One who walks without offence to« + 
"to\ wards God and men. 2, It marri- } 
fed, he reuſt be the husband of one * 
Wife; ſacha one who ſhuns all un+ .. 
| lawful luſts, facisfying himſelf with, 5 
and keeping himſelf within- the | 
bounds of the Remedy provided of - 
#þ God, 3; Hemultbe vigilant, watch» : 
» Þ full over his own ſoul, thit no.temp- | 
7 tation prevail- upon him, . watchful 
- unto every good duty, and: totake 
| hold of every opportunity of wel-_ 
, doing. 4. He muſt be ſober, & tem«* 
perat, of a ſound and humble minde, 
mcderating his own appetite and af- 
teRions, - 


ET 13 
feRions, and fatistying himſelf wit! 


& 


a moderat uſe of the Creatures, and Tt 
| of the things of this world, 5. Hgto 
| mult be.of a good behaviour or mo4 thi 
| Ceft, of a grave and ſtaig, yet of anf is 


- effable and courteous carriage, nei-{he 


* therlightand vain, to the loofing of} 
' bis Authority, and rendring himſelf] 
| contemptible, nor ſullen, and ſelf-| 
# pleaſing,to the diſcouraging and ſcar- } 


- 1ng away of the flock,by his needleſs | 
- diſtance & auſterity. 6,Given to hoſe } 


; pitality,ready to recetve ſtrangers to 


| his Houle, eſpecially the poor, and F 
"thoſe who are of the houſhold of þk 
Faith, 7, Aptio teach, þ. e. A man of 


knowledge, and able to inſtru 0- 
+thers, one who hath a ready and 
; willing minde to teach others, which 


[for the Ruling Elder to be endued 
with the Gifis of Exhortation andin- 
E | ſtruQion, 


tis not fo meant, as if it were sequiſite * 


(45 ) 


with&ruRtion competen: to thePaſtorand 
and Teacher, or that he may and ought } 
Is |. to imploy himſelf therein, but of IF 
mo4 that fitneſs and ability to Teach that |. 


f a 


is competent to his Calling, which 


1ei-Ehe muſt be ready and willingto ex- 
of ercile ſo far as belongs thereto, 8, 
elf] Moderate, in the firſt Language, 
If] grivnis, Rendered patient, 21 Tim. 3. 


| Not rigorous nor exaQting the hight | 
of the Law in his dealing, but in his 


| | own particular of a condeſcending 


O |. nature, and remitting ſomething of | 


| ftrict juſtice. 9. Patient, one who 
k without wearyin*,waits on his duty 
F notwith(tandiny of difficulties, and ; 


- F: doth bear the delayes, untrac- ' 


_ | AO” 
» nd 75 


 tableneſs, and injuries of others; 10, | 
One who rules well his own houſe, 
baving his Children in ſubjeRtion 
with all gravity, to which the A- 
poſtle adds this reaſon, if a mar , 
ki. * 


46 \ 
know not how C —_ own houfg (at 
' how ſhall hetake a care of the Churc {io 
of God, 1 Tim. 3, 5. The Church 0 
of God is of larger extent than ong © 
Family, and the duties tobe peri ® 
formed init, be of greater eminency if 
and difficulty, and require morg ** 
Skill, wiſdom, and courage, the q "| 
theſe that are to be performed in # \ 
Family, The ruling well of bis own|. £ 
houſe, doth import not only abiliq * 
ty for doing of it, but alſo that he 
make conſcience of, and aQually zl 
perform theſe duties that are requirs|. 
ed for the right and well orderingþ/ 
of a Chriſtian Family, to teachf 
and inſtru his Children, and SerF 
vants in the knowledge of God, to} 
take care of their ſanAifying the] 
f Lord's day, of their profiting inf 

'  Godlineſs, of their ſeeking of God,| 
and of their ordering their conver-| 
ſation 


- 


«ſation aright, to read the Scriptures, } 
+ ſing Pſalms, pray in the Family, and J 
t to exhort, admoniſh, rebuke and 
ons comfort all that are of his houſhold, 
per] as their condition doth requires for 
ncy-if theſe duties ly upon all Maſtersof 
ord Families who profeſs the Goſpel, 
hert then in a ſpecial way upon Elders, 
2 a who are appointed to {ijr up, and 
wit. £0 before others in the performance 
ili} thereof. 11. A lover of good men, 
+ one whoſe ſoul cleaves to thoſe who 
fear God, having ſuch in cftimati- 
irs} on above all others, cheriſhing them, _ 
1. and converſing ordinarily and fa- 
chf Miliarly with them. 12. He muſt be 
erF--juſt, one who is ſtraight and up- 
tol - Tight in all his dealings among men, 
hej deceiving no man, defrauding no 
inf man, withholding nothing from any 
d,| man that is due to him, but giving _ 
r-|. to every man his own, 13. Holv, 
caeiull 


, (48 ) 
F careful to expreſs ihe life of Relig [pu 
on, and power of Godlineſs it 
his converſation. 14. | He muſt ga 
one who holds faſt the faithful 
that he hath been caugh#5,0nc 
is ſtable in the 4 aftfl | 
the truth of God, 'W > 
| Ang orturning afide to erfor, Laſf® 
* Jy, he muſt be one who hath goof © 
F Teport of theſe who are” without 
leſt he fall into reproach and/fniry* 
.of the devil, þ. e. he muſt be” ſuc 
- -a one, whole blamelcfs converfationl * 
f ,and ſober and Chriſtian wa]kiny 
doth extort a teſtimony even frong; 
theſe who know not God, and whe 
doth by well-doing put to fileni | 
the ignorance of fooliſh m+n, that 
ifany {peak evil of him as ofan evilq 
doer, they may be aſhamed whof: 
ff ſpeak fa)ſlv againſt his good conver} 
Eon! in Chriſt. The Apoſtle come 


prehends 


= 
\ 


Lelig [ect ot all thels Rarely in two 
it a ſentences, [.: 1-5, 4, 12. te rh | 
i tLagexamplecf thebeWevers imwarÞ} 
We in conyerſation, 4n charity; in#pll 
 whi nits:ar7 faith, in-purityy) 4 T7, 6; 
» fafa2. But thou 0 man of God, tleg 
theſe things,and follow after righte- 


aVel 
Laff cuſaels! goalineb, fait, love} pac 


JOC ence, entenonds, - + 04* SR 
outh ars .* _= i? 3. 7 
nd | C- H A P. 2h '" 4," 
lucly 4: mo th Auties" of thetr camiy 9 


ion '""" Whith are wore private,” " 
oof | x.Book of dip He duties of | 
bd \ head: -. 1:+$heir. T | 


ni Boobdiſep, ling are- theſe.thag 1 
hat. '6. 'C hap. | + v*  belong« 6  >Theig 
"7 PIE, how ge over 

he 2nd he. of the: fock ,;: _ 
-r{ they.be.of evo eforts;:; fome 1chas - 
n| #hey are to pertorm by chemſelyes 
ds C alone 2 


(599) and fo may 
| alone, R 0 11 
Aﬀer. of the Go- he called More 11s ' 
vernment of the ,,c, 1,ties z othery| ( 
| 
' 


Charch of Scot» thac they are tot 
land. I, part. <b, perform jointly 
3, parÞs P, L5, with chereft of the] 
| .,  DOver-ſeersot the} : 
nm Jun, Zeclef, 11h, 2. Houſe of God, ; 
Ca. 3. P+ 107% and may be called} 
more publick. The Cuties of theirl 
# Calling, that be more private, are|. 
all cheſe that private Chriſtians are] 
bound to pertorm each of them une| 
to another by the Law of charity 
it 2nd love, and theſe are, firſt; to ins]. 
I fred one another, Foh, 4. 29, Adth 
i 283,26, Secondly, to exhort and flirÞ 
| | gp ont another, to provoke unto lout 
if aud g00d works, Heb, 10: 24, 25. 
it Thirdly, to a4m0niſh and rebuke ond|- 
L another, Levit, 19, 17, Fulſt, pri-| 
& vately,and if they will not hearken, 
A then} 
| 


[ 
z 


þ 
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5s (51) | 
| ghen beforeWiitneſſes, & if yer they 
will not hearken, then to tell the 
Church, and if they will not hear | 
the Ghurch, then to tell the Churchy: | 
and if they will not hear the Church, 
the] then let them be untous asHeathens- 
the} andPublicans, Marh.18, 15, 16, 17, | 
od,| Fourthly, to comfort the affli&ed, | 
led} and ay (Ther the weak, 1 Theſſ« 5, | 
1eirk 11, Fifthly, to reſtore thoſe who | 
are] are fallen, Gal, 6. 1, Sixthlyz To 1 
reconcile theſe who are at variance, ' 
Math, 5.9. Seventhly, To pray one | 
for another, F#de 20. Eighthly, To ? 
' viſit the fick, and thoſe who arein } 
$ bonds and diſtreſs, Math, 25, 36, 
FF All theſe duties Elders are to per- } 
form to the (cveral Members of the. 
Congregation, by vertue of their | 
- Calling, The Scriptures do expreſly - 
l-| mention ſome of them, as incums 5 
n;|| bent unto them, to wit, admenifh:,, 
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Fs Safk bk 
| OT 1. ti 
gk ta IA 
EN 2 1$ _ I " [ \their 
{ oY a Fas «;; ke zeſt, we 
_ d gather, by ah ſygieh 
yt 5 the) 3:4 ptis | 
| Th fans ( pblig , Thereto, | 
: bi reCh NE Elgert,who 


iz d. of the 
q Y TY "_ in of Dis 
ir ip. 8 : ki '.. [, As the Paſtors ind 


vol be Ai) eht 1n actin and 

= {ie Rel >. the na 

| pet l 

$i! 2ne ge th Peg 3p 
ple 


I' qi blige = "i £2 


oRors. ( ſay they,)| . 
the|- 


VP _—_ 
” 
$3 1 
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F Eirſt, rhar, they ough eto þe-men. of 


| 


they..ſh 
be 8 yi 7 WW: vo 
Fair oP. according. 10 the 
he Eyat £ fl They in- - 
Te PELVAR, A ODA * 
re. che Elderſhip,' | 


| ph beeg, ſaid ,cop-". 
_ cerving iſh eſe le : 
© Elders thele Beet Ls "Anles 


h bility, a a5are in (ogpe meagre 
K-53 to ipſtru4, gn | 
rebuke; cotptort, pray, pd dg theſe. 

nies now mentioned, | $econg| 
Fhac'it is need{al tor them, . 
to have ſome meaſure of Nitey 
"YI tor} 


4 ) 54) 3 

for theſe things, but alfo to have} 
* ſome meaſure of dexterity, wiſdom, | 
| experience, tenderne(s in following | 
* the ſame, Thirdly, That they be! 
well acquainted with che condition | 
of the Congregation, and the Ment-} 
| bers thereof, and therefore be care-| 
ſul ts obſerve their carriage, and| 
| frequenely co viſit and cakeinſpetti> | 
| en of Families, chat they may in- | 
| ſtruT che ignorant, exhort the ne- || 

gligent, admoniſh the ſloathful, and |\ 
| rebuke thoſe who walk diſorderly, | 
| comfort the afflicted, eſtabliſh thoſe. - 
who wayer, viſit the lick, encourej. 


- age theſe who do wel, and ſee piety] 
* and godlineſs promoted in Families,” 
and every one edifying another in! _ 
love, walking in the fear of the} 
| Lord, and comfote of the Holy; 
| Ghoſt, l 


of : 


oY? (565) | 

is the Church Sefſion, or of the El« | 
| dersof moe Congregations than one 
| lying near _ which is the |. 
\ Pxesbyterie, gr 0: as IR q.-. 
 Presbyteries then, ape, .W b x the | 
; Provincial Synod, or © - + — cers | - 


| —— from all the Presbys | ; 
i&'\#the'Land, which is the Get, Y 
| fictal%0r Ndtiondl Aſſembly : 
 thele'we miy/adde a fifth ſore; por {. 
- Wit, that which is made upot xlders, |. 
| ſom {Tordiveft Nations profeſſing 
- ht Faith of Jeſus Ohtift. " Live |? 
 =*Whilt"we ſpeak of Elders ,vof |_ 
ahfſch che Aﬀetablies of the Church |- 
' te tnade up; We" mean all ſorts of 'F\ 
| Flders "Miniſters DoRors, and | 
| Ryſing 8 Flders, It is tree, that in the P 
Cngregan 21r10ns Of 'our 'Chareh; be | 
the want”of maintenance, F 
. 
; 


TP 


- 


CRC 


þ ah de" few” *or 'no Do@ors, or -f | 
Teaching Elders diftint from = j 
ors { 


” 
” 
4 o 


' eththe ſending of Church: officers, ) 


lf If according to which they have a, 
 . fourfold powers 1; That which is} 


- atid of the Teaching #hdcr, orfly in} 
© the" Sthools of Divinity ate fuck? 
oe "Th 41 Aﬀtblies 
|. 2'Boeb of Diſ* of the Chutch, Rul- 
| cifline ch, 6, ing Elders being ther. 


| — ch. 7. ſetnblies oftheChureh, | 


 ftors or Anil 3 ho form tf 5 
duties both of the Preaching Elder, 


and chep. 7. to rightly called, fifhe 
 " power'to fit, "write, 

Jebate, vote, and concfn fade” Thrall 
matters char are handi&y thetein, * 
48 I5, 2, and ALT | le 
” The things which be | 

1. Botkof Dif handled'in the AC-. 


be eithet marters'! of 


mY = - % 


Diſtns or-that which contetn-! 


called Dogwatich,, whereb ley 
yy" *Cy 1 "ne ” pe 
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' Judge of Truth and Error, in points 
of DoQtriae, according to the Word 
ef God only. 2, That which is cal- 
' Tee DiataGick,by which they diſcern} 
- and judge of the circumſtances of' 
\, theſe things that belong tothe wor-Þ - 
| ſhipof God, as Times, Places, Per: 
; fons, and all ſuch particulars in Ec- 
clefiaſtick Afﬀairs as are not deter- 
mined in the Word, according to 
| tlie general Rules thereof, concern» 
 Ingorder and decency, avoiding of- 
ſrandal, doing all to the glory of 
God ; and to the edifying of the 
- Church, 3, That whichis Crzt:c&or 
| CorreFjve, by. which Cenſures aref 
exerciſed' upon the ſcandalous and 
obftinate, and ſuch as are penitent 
again admitted to the Ordinances, 
Fellowſhip & Society of theChurch.. 
4, That which .is called Exouſtaſtick, # 
. by vertue of which they ſend, aus }: 
$ thorize/ 


| (59) 
thorize and give power to Churct 
officers to ſerve in the houſe of Goc 
All theſe Aſſemblies are not to.exe 
ciſe all theſe powers, but to kee 
themſelves within their due bounds 
- the Inferior leaving theſe things tha 
are of more common cancerntmen 
to the Superiour; but in all thelſt 
Powers, Ruling Elders havea ſhare 
and do put forth the ſame in exer 
ciſe, according to the meaſure tha 
belongs to the Ailembly where: 
of they are Members, A@s 15. 
6. 223, 233- Howbeit the executior 
of ſome decrees of the Church-afſem 
blies;ſuch asthe Impoſition of handg 
the pronouncing the Sentence of ex 
communication, the receiving of Pe: 
nitents , the Intimaticn of the De 
poſition of Miniſters, and ſuch like; 
do belong to Miniſters alone, 
Thele. being the Duties: anc 
Powen 


( ) P 
Powers of Ruling! Etders in the AG 
ble of the Church; ics Fequiſite © 
ie they be'indued with ſueh'abili- 
J/qualificationsas are needful » | 
k ow es-trifing chereofþatbecauiſe | 
all Ruling Elders are not-2lwayes -|- 
d ro fit 111-21] theſe-Aﬀdemblies + : 
fit ore frontevery Seſſon ſafficerch / 
20" the ''P resbytery 'and' Provincial | 
«5: and wn few fromievery Þ fe(- 
ty and* from grearer'Conpre- | 
0ns';"6r Barghs therein 6 the 

| QGerers) AﬀſentMly;as alfo a/few from 
be whoke Church throughout at . 
'Zixerd, & & tore univerſal Afleme. ; 
Dy; "Therefore, though t'is 0 be | 
"withed 99" eridesvoured; that all 
PEW wy hive due tudlifivarions | 
FFor's!! theſe things;vand chovglttyes | | 
Hl care i9/to/be taken every where 
to chodfethe tnoſequalified,” yevin * 
"particultr' Conpregadibns:men may 

be 
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. 
© we 
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bichoſen Elders, wit = not ach 
. a meaſure of all theſe qualifications; Þ 
they - being --otherwiſe- men of .a } 
blameleG and Chriſtian Converſati= 


: og ons and having ſuch.a meaſure of 

#- kvowledge, . and. prudence, :as is. fit 
for Governing that Congregatian, 
and judging: of the. things that are" 
handled in the Seffion thereof, which* 
for the moſt part are matters of ſean- | 
dal, and trying and admitting of. 
| * EONPTLs; hurif there be, wto| 
| not of a. blameleſs and Chetkian | 
f 


| 


priackod , and have not ' fome | 
l- | 
red bythe Word of God ina Rolling 

Elder, 1n0 Congregation ought toY 

chooſe any ſuch,” nor any Seffion'or? 

| Presbytery 10 admit them tothe \ 

$7 for tt isnot-feemly-that The 

forvamts' of corruption fhonld have | 

—_— to judge in-che.;Kiek\of 4 
a6 


[ meaiure ofrhele qualificationsr 


8 62) ) R 
"God, and H ny ſuch have been my 
xn yrateh areto endeavour the re- | 
z moval of them, as they would not 
rtake of their ſin, and be found | 
* guilty before the Lord of the blood F 
;- of ſouls, which cannot but ſuffer þ- 
agice through negligence or 
; "In guidingof ſuch men. 


CHAP, VII. 


F Of the Duty of Elders is cenfuring : 
ſcandal: Bod ſeandalons per ſons,and 
receiving of penitents, 


Ecauſe the Government and+- 

| Duty of Blders in Congrega« f! 

F tions,! yes for moſt part in cenſuring. 

F ſcandals and ſcandalous perſons, and 

trying and admitting of penicents; | 

| Therefore itis fit ro ſpeak ſomewhat |. 

- of their right way of tollowing their } 
þ Dary-t iatheſe things. 

| L.. For 


x, Book of Diſcip, about whom their) 


, ſubjedF 10 diſcipline exerciſed, it is all 
: 3+ Book of Diſcip, the Members of 
' ch. 1.and 7, the Congregation 
þ impartially, without reſpeR of per. 
; the high as well as the low,, their 
 bours and acquaintance,.as well ag 


. ſus Chrift the Lord of glory with reſpet#* 
 ' of perſons, by preferring the rich to. 


.. an abomination to the Lord, muſt it 


6% 
( of, the Perſons 


concerning Perſons cenſures are to bei 


indifferently and 
ſons, the rich as well as the poor, 
friends, kinſmen, alliance, neighs 
others. Ja. 2, ſharply reproves theſe 
who have the faith f our Lord Jes 
the poor; and Solomon lays, that di-" 
vers weights, aud divers meaſures. are 
not then be worthy of rebuke to 
have the cenſures of our Lord Jeſug 


with reſpect of perſons,and to weig 1 


ol 3 


ASL 
J the Joyw; ii divers ballances, by ta- 
$ ng notice of the one; -and -Paſling 
F bythe other. 2.{c irincumbent to 
hk ky to Exerciſe their power,* not 


a», >. gations but alſo 
| Book of Difeip. over theſe of their 
8. rad. © 


of 4 Maniflers, elders ſothey in a-fpeci- 


the work of- the: 


ence pf the Goſpel; and blaming 


i! 
ff 


own number” as| 


The weekly Aſem.. All Chriſtians, ſo 


L * the rich and theqpoor, the high and, | 


uy over the people of 'the Congte-|. 


: and Deacons pre- al way: who Are, | 


| Fee? to the old PL. yoke- flows in} 


} 
| tad, oughi eo con {ider:and admo- | 
| nl oneanother,' and if any of them}; 
+ be found negligent, or inſufficient, | 
or-do in any thipg miſcarry,to the 
O the elderſhip, he is to be cenſured" 
- 'by the Miniſter, -or Miniſters,” andF 
the reſtof the Elders, asthe _—_ | 

wo OL }- 


:35| ſelves. fo. alkſorts-of ſcandals 'and | 


C4 . 
1 of his offence doth require, the As 
4-1 paſte. Paul, - 4s -20; 28, gives". 
ng charge-to all Elders to take heed to | 
C10] themiclves, as well: as'to the flock * 
Noth. over. which. the Holy Ghoſt hath | 
*|- madethem Over-ſcers 3.As all ſorts 
[0] ofſcandatous:perſons,- whether int” 
Er] the.Congregation,or amongſt theth» 


10] offences are tobe taken notice of-by © ! 
1-} them 3- The: Apoſtle + Theſ.'3. 6. 
ſel commands that we withdraw-from 6-\- 
11] rerphrother that welketh diſorderty,and 
1 amongſt diforderly walkers, hedoth - 
| verſ}, 11, reckon idte perſors,- whodb: | 
| notwork at all,” but are buſte bodies; ? 
þ mtimating -to us, that even-rheſe 
| ſcandals and diſorders, - which-are by -: 
{ many htthe teken-noricen)s, & lookt } 
[7 upon asno faults,0ughtt be raken | 
1 notice bf by theChurch;rhat all her ' 
| members may watt honeſtly; -and as | 
[. '% 1t : 
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it becomes the Go(pel of Jeſus clriſh 
| The Ads of our Church doth ap- bo 
| point, that whatſoever it be thatþp 
F might ſpor that Chriſtian Congrega- S 
| tion, ought not to eſcape either ade}, 


© 
| monition or cenſures: So in the or-|-2 
F der of Eccleſiaſtick: Diſcipline, 1569. | a 
| "Two great negleRts there be that by| t 
Ignorance orcuſtom have crept-in a-{ 1 
mong Elders in many Congregations,| j 

7, That they donot take notice of 
the omiſtion of Duties, as well as 
the commiſſion of faults 5 as for in- 
ſtance, If there be any member of the}. 
Congregation who lives idlely, and}, 
$ waics not upon his Calling, who is 
” notgiven to Prayer,who 18 not cha-Jþ 
ritable to the poor, who waits not 
upon the publick Ordinances 3 it 
there beany Maſterof a Family who” 
prays not in his Family ,, who does]. 
not bring up his Children inthenur-F 
ture]. 
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 F ( 67 . 2 
riſt, tare and admonition of the Lord s * 
ap-For 2: Thar they do not take notice. 
hatþ of the commifhion of faults, and ſcan- 
ga-f'dals of all forts, but of fome few 
ade} only ; ſuch as fornication, adultery, 
or-|-and profaning of the Lords Dp, 
59.| and ſuffering many others, ſuch as 
by] tipling , drunkenneſs, filthy come 
1a-{ munication, lying, curfing, fwear- 
ns.| ing, oppreſſion, reproaching of Pie- + 
| ty, and Godlinels, | 
off *7. Book of Diſcip. Ec, to pals with» 
In-f hap. 7. ſe. 6. out obſervation. 
he4.. 4. Elders are to | 
nd,*take heed, that they bring in no ci- | 
$7 vilqueſtions and Debates before the 
2-5 Aſſemblies of the Church, and that 
ot they do not uſe nor inflict any civil 
if . mul&, or puniſhment,upon perſons. . 
10]: convict of ſcandal, theſe being pro. 
es]. per to the Civil Magiſtratz The 
r- Kingdom of Jefus Chriſt, and the 
rej. Cen- 


WT, 
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F cenfure as In In [| 
' not of this world, John T 'Tth 
32505: 5.in the ing 3: 
| TheOrderof Pace. notice ofoffences a{ © 
| — foaltick Diſcipline, they are to' oþ- 
apfpinted by the Aſ-"ſervethis Order | 
| ſexebly-1567. 4nd If the "Offence | 
inthe @rderof Bx- be- 'privit , and 
' commmmication , known: to but a; hy 
' commanded. to be few', then areP. 
* Printed by the Aſ-" they in the firſtÞ hi 
fewblyi571. ©. place to admo-J].w 
' .. © niſh the offender} bt 
oeivatly ! ah if he hearken to the._{; 
- admonition and amend it,needsgo no/ 
* further,oor bedilated to theChurchs #f 
If he do not hearken nor amend , $4t/ 
| then is the: Elder to: take with bim on 
* ſome of his Brethren, and to admo- 
© Niſb the offender before witneſſes, f: 
* and-if he-heafken, the Church needs } 4 
be be acquainted therewith,  borik if] 1 


th. 4 > . 


l be deſpiſe this frond. »dmonition,, 
by then | is Fe to be dilated by-the EL 
7} der-to the Church,tbat he may be 
v1 called before the Seſſion, and. con- 
-t ViRed and cenſured by them g This 
F- + the Order com manded and preſCri- 
t * bed by TJefus 
” 2. Book of Diſcip- Chriſt, Hat, 18 
- line, Ch. 6,ſe&.12, 15,16,17. if the 
offence be Pub- .. 

F lick and open, then is the offender * 
1.withovt ſuch previous : 2dtnonitiqn to 
4. be dilated to the Scffion, that*ac- 
Ri j\cording to the \poltles Rule, 1 Tim, 
. 20. They that {in ( meaning open- 
ti; ) my be rebuked before all, that « 0- 
hers may fear. | 
" 6. In theſe dilations, they-a are to / 
.toke heed that they do not, upon e- - 
I FF rumor or jealouſie, or ſuſpition, | 
(8 men to be queſtioned-Publick-- 

, as ſcandalous walkers, but frſt 


ta 


a... p42 


$ lenged without cauſe. 


.þ 1, _ 
F to be carefull to make diligent and] cet 
F prudent enquiry abqut the truth off tho 
. the matter, and to ſee if it can bef anc 
proven by Witneſſes, or that the| ya 
ſcandall thereof be common and fla] api 
grant , or attended with pregnantÞth: 
likely-hoods, and prefumprions off hit 
truth, before they bring it in publick,} thi 
that ſo it may appear to the Congre-| to 
gation, and to the party themſelves,C 
that they are not queſtioned andchal| 4. 
th 
' 7. In the matter of dilation andf bx 
+ cenſure,they are in the fear of God] fo 

- and in the fimplicity and ſincerity off 40 
f of their hearts, to take heed that fearſ/c 
# . or favour, or ſoliſtations, or threat: 
nings, or gifts,or bribes, make them}'tt 
not paſſe by, or wink at the fault of C 
any, and that paſſion, or malice, ot-/p 
' privat quarrels, :nd particulars make »t1 
them not to dilate, or rip up, Off 
cenlurg- 


: | C71 ; 
d| cenſure the kt 4 of any, and 
fff that they carry with all tendernefle 
ve] and compaſſion, and moderation, to- 
tel wards the cffender, that they may 
a4} aprove themſelves to his conſcience 3 
ntÞ that nothing puts them one to dilate 
off him, and proceed againſt him, bug. 
k,l the conſcience of duty, and a deflire 
e-| to gain his ſoul, and to purge the 
s,} Church of ſcandals, Gal. 6.1 2 Cor. 
-{.4. 2. Its a high provocation betore 
{-the Lord, for a Chutch-Officer to as 
df buſe the power given him of God, _ 
d,| for edifying his Body the Church, un- | 
oi. 10 the ſatisfying hisown paſſions and 
atl;corrupt aficRions, 
tf} 83, They are to take heed, that 
m'they do not uſe the Cenſures of the + 
off Church as a bodily pnniſhment or 
oq-Ppenance to ſatisfie for fin, but a ſpirt- 
'tual medicine,for bumbling and gaitt- 
off ng ofthe ſoul z all Church cenſures, 
no even 


. " (72.3; + 
” av Ver - i MUCEALOP it ſelf,, which{,c 
-3s.the moſt terrible and deſtroyir a1 c 
| like cenſure, being ordained of God 
” for-this,end, 1 Cor. 5.. The Apoltle 
commands to deliver the, ince5tnow 
ox.to Satan, not that he may ati 
 # —_ .— 6 bur t! corny, EY. 
& Se ſaved is the day of the Lord Fe 
| $701 The _—S Cnfadtion may 
F admic of a tolerable conftruQion inf 


. Church-cenſures, in order to the re; 


—_ 


moving of the ſcandal before mer i > 


- þut this being ſo much avuicd.in theft 
* opiſh Church , and the hcarts alfing 
; men, being ſo prone. te true Goſpel Nr 
;Xepentance, to a mee, legal penincelipi 
ad to conceive, .that, by mecr 4 itiffx 
| ward ſubmiſſion and obedience os 
+ the cenſures of the Church, that-theſls 
guilt of their fin is. done away befor 
| God, The: efore Elders would cars 
” fully ſhun every thing that may give 


Occalior 


». 2 


t £237 
Wi Qcc: jaſion to the foſtering this. pert ol, 
as opinion, and take pains to Hey” 
& offenders in the rrue-nature 
* ſind codof the cenſures of the Kirk,” - 
y 9. Agreat parrey 4 
he fern order Elders work, is, tay 
gp repent- travel and tak w_ 
xe: 'perfixed to pains with ſcans a) | 
old Pf; lous perſons who's 
af. are how-convit, ta 3 
>,I#ing them ro repentance, by Marton 
ale: and frequent conference z we 
ttuRing, exhorting and admonil”* 
| © them, untill: they they perceny " 
14 2 ates of true and earneſt-hit; 
1 Wiiation wrought in them for th 5 
{Ho, and them fitted to evidence ant 
Fits are the ſame in publick | 
"the Congregation, that ſo the aw 
Fil may be removed, 
J 10. They are not'to defireor my 
{p01 Foy to profelle-repentance bes* *; 
2" D fore # 


* os 
Es 2 


_— 0) | 
F fore the Congregation , untill the} 
| {ignes of repentance appear in them, 
| The Inceſtuous Corinthian ſorrowed 
| exccedingly before the Apoſtle did 
# any thing concerning the receivingh | 

- of him ; And the Diſcipline of our} 

' Church appoints Miniſters and El 2 
{ ' ders ſharply to examine theſe who| 
| offer themſelves to repentance, what | dl 
© fear and terrour they have of Gods}: F 
# judgements, what hatred of ſin, and þ Þ 
* ſorrow for the ſame, and what ſenſe Þ ti 
and feeling they have of Gods: © 
mercies? In which if they be igno-|- © 
| rant, they ought diligently to be in-|, f 

| © ſtrutedy for it is (lay they) butaſ 
F * mocking to put ſuch topublick re-| 
tf pentance., who neither underſtand; 1 

© what (in is, what repentance is, what 
FF *graceis, nor by whom Gods mercie' 
| *and favors are purchaſed ? And that 

. after he is inſtructed in theſe things 
| anc 


» 


—_— 


; 75) " 
" and brought to have ſome taſte ofF 
' Gods judgements, eſpecially of his | 


- 


mercies in Jeſus Chriſt , he may be 
preſented before the publick Churchz 
þ Theſethings are ſet down in the form 
rf: and order of Publick Repentance, ; 
- appointed by the Aſſembly 1557s. 
of , Laſtly, when the ſigns and evis } 
t | dences of true and unfeigned Res || 
1; |. pentance do appear in theſe whoJJ 
| 
ll 


=» þ themſelves ready and willing to re- 
tf, ceive them with all tendernefle and 
-|- compaſſion, and to forgive and come 


\ fort them, and confirm their love to- 
& wards them, 2, Cor. 2.7, $. 
iN The number of 
d |; 189k of diſcip, Elders in every Con- 
Ch, 6, Se. 4. gregation cannot be 
| well limited or de- 
termined, but it is to be more or 
0 leſs, —— the quantity of 
: p | 


4 | have offended, Elders would ſhew 


ji 
1 


[ (77) 
* Chriſtian and godly carriage have 
been paſſed by, becauſe of a mean | 
| condition in the World. Better it 
Pjs that the number be tew,before we | 
{chooſe the ignorant and ſcandalous; 
and that they be of a low degree, IT | 
. godly, than of a high degree, if 0s |] 
y therwiſe, 
EC - That Elders may 1 
| Fr of the Af, the more conveni« | 
$5645. ently difcharge their 
duty; It is conveni# 
ent that the Congregation be divide 
| ed into ſo many parts, and that fome 
| edmpetent part be aſsigned tothe 
more peculiar care and inſpection 
F of every Elder z yet ſo,as henegle& _ 
* not to take heed to all the flock of 
God, over which the Holy Ghoſt 
Wbath madehim an over-ccr, 


D 3; CHAT. | 


(78) 


Of Deacons. . | 
Of their Names. 23 


; 2] har we- may alſo underſtand: Þ ' 
F what doth belongunto Deas. |: © 
F cons, we ſhall ſpeak ofthem ſhortly, |: 
# after the ſame order. 1, Of their &- 
# Name, 2.0f their Inſtitution. 3. Of { ? 
# their Calling, 4. Of their duty and We 
# qualificacion. 


The word Deacon, W&+ 
$ 2. Bookofdiſeip, largely taken, fig- WF: 
F c<. 3, nifies any ſervant or- WW * 
I | Miniſter, Matth.3 3-8 
it. Therefore in the New Teſta. E- 
ment, it doth ſometimes compre- 
hend-all Church-Officers, even the- 
# Apoftles themſelves, 1 Cor. 3. 5.Be is 
$- cauſe. every Church-ofticer is ap- # 

# pointed of God, for perfeRing 's 1 
tC. 


6 ſupply of the neceſſities of the poors. 


4 , © qa 


the Saints,for the work. 


F £þþ. 4- 12. of the Miniſtery, ws 


£p7yoy diaxovies, and edi- 


' fying the Body of Chriſt. When 


we ſpeak of Dea- 


1. Book of Diſ- cons in the Kirk, . 
| | cpline ch.8, it is not taken in” 


this large ſenſes * 


g for any Church: officer of whatſoever | 


* fort, but for a certain kind of Church 


* Officers diſtin@from Paſtors, Teache 
ers and Elders, to whom the col- 
lection and diſtribution ofthe Goodg 


of the Church doth belong, for the-* 


CHAP,. 


_ | bl C. x ; } 
C H AP, IT; , 


: &T. 

Of the Toſtitution of Dea" | 

' " . | * cons. : 4 4 
| | * He Inſtitution of the Office of | | 


t 
FF & Deacon in the Church of | . 
* Chriſt, is Divine ; it's a ſpecial Or- b-þ 
$ Qinance and Appointment of Jeſus |, | 
Thrift, that there ſhould be Deacons F* ; 
c 
[1 
( 
( 
( 
| 


\ In his Houſe, A@. 6. 3. The Apo» | 
| file gives'command to the Diſciples | 
| tochooſe out among themſelves men 
$ - of honeſt report, full of the Holy | 
F Ghoſt, and of Wiſdom,. whom they: F. 
might appoint over the buſineſs of Þ - 
| the poor , which was accordingly 
| Jone, as may be ſeenin the 5 and 6: 
 verſcsof that Chapter : Neither was ©} 
 thisa temporary inſtitution upon this F- 
$- particular occaſion, for the Church 4: 


(81) 
of Jeruſalem only,but 
| F- 1, Book of Dif} for all the Churches * 

cipline 8.chap, of Chriſt tothe endo. ' 

4 the world z There- 
> | fore the Apoſtle Paul in ſevera} of | 

F his Epiſtles to the Churches, doth- 
mention them, Rome. I2, 8. He ex= 
horteth him that gives or imparts, + | 
+ (h.e: the D:acon, to whom the; 
care of giving and diſtributing - is: 
committed ) to do it with fimplici-. : 
| ty, 1Cor. 12, 28, he reckons helpsy- | 

' (kh, e, Deacons who are appointed } 

. for helping the poor ). among theſe; 
+- Officers whom God hath ſet in his: 

Church; and writing to the Philip» 
| pans, he direds his Epiſtle toallthe: - 
| Saints in Chriſt, with the Biſheps(or 
Overſeers, under whom he COmPre- 
F-* hends Miniſters, Teachers and El- 
J- Cers.) and to the Deacons,. s Tiw.. 
|. wherein he gives Rules concernings / 

: D- 5: the: ; 


( 82.) | 
the qualification and carriage of all } 
# Church-officers,he treats af the. Dea- } 
F con at large, chap. 3. 8, gy Io, 12, | 
| 12.1% 


n—_— wo»  c-Þ 


From the Divine /n«.| . 

# 2: Bookof Diſ. ftitution of Deacons,. | 

$ ch. 2: p. 74- wegather 1. Thatthe. 

| \. Deacon is a diſtin; | 

& Officer from the Elder ; it is a des. 

| feR and fault in ſome Congregati- | 

. Ons. that they put no difference be- |] 
twixt thoſe two, but ſo. confounds. 
and mingles them together , as if 
they were both one,either appoint-- 
ing none for the Office of Deacon, 
but leaving that charge alſo upon the. 

"Elders, or eiſe giving the Deacons. | 
the ſame power and imployment- 

with the-Elders. It's true, whats. 

' ſoever the Deacon may do by vertue. 
of his office, that ſame may be done 

$- by.an Elder, as. whatſoever is done 


by. , 


£ P——_ 
i. AO, 
< 


.442-- a © 


as Waal” 6 4. 74 
z . - 


an 


J | (83) . 
11  byanElder, may bedone by a Mt : 
' niſter; becauſe thehigher and more 
eminent offices in the Church, doth 
include the powers of the lower. 

a [t% alſo true, that the 
| 4 808k of Diſ- Deacons may afliſt in 
> | cipline p. 57. judgment with the } 
J. Miniſter and Elders, 
| } and be helping to them in theſe 
| | things that concerns the overſight of 
| the Congregation , by information 

x | and advice; Yet it is neceſſary that" 


Congregations ſhould fo far regard! 
|} the Ordinance, and reverence the 
t Wiſdom of God, in appointing: 
f theſe Officers, as to have both El 
| ders and Deacons, and to preſerve; 
them diſtin& in their aQings and 
«+ operations, not: giving to the Dea» 
| con, or ſuffering him to aſſume the 
4 - Elders office. 2, That Deaconsare 
not to count light of this imploy- 


THOT 


x:71 yy 4 
ment, orany een to ecleemli ght- 
ly of them, becauſe they are called 
1 — nin and do exerciſe the ſamez | 
$ but that they themſelves, . and all 

F others ought to look upon it as one. 

& of. theſe holy and honourable Ime. '&* 2 
& ployments,. which the wiſdom of Þ c 
| God hath thought 6e to appointin. F 

© his. houſe, for ſupplying the neceſ- } 
© lutics of the Saints, The Lord Jeſus. 8. 
himſelf did not diſdain to waſh his | 
—_ Angels areallofthem. 
| miniſtering Spirits, ſent forth to mi» 

$ diſter- for- thewr ſakes who are ap-. 
pointed tobe heirs of$alvationz why. 
then (hould any think it below them- Þ} 
foſerve the Charch of Chriſt,and to. | 
| Hjniſter to the Saints in this /mploy- |}: 
at? x. Tine. 3, 13+ [i 


CHAPs. I 


( 38) 
CHAP, IIL 
Ofthe Calling of Deacons. 


TOne is to ſte 
"& 2:Book of D3{cip. into- this Of> 
| chap. 8, fice, but he that is 
4 kawtully called ther»: ; 
Y to; Unto their Calling its needful, * 
. Þ#. Firſt, That they have abilities and. 
gifts fit for the charge, together * 
#4 with an honeſt: purpoſe of heart. to: : 
| ſerve the Lord faithfully in the dif: 
$ charge of the ſame,. by feeking his- 
honour,and the good ofthe Church, : 
' 2, Thatthey be choſen bythe Con- | 
| gregation in which they are to ſcrve, . 
|- which choice is to be made. atrer the 4 
| ſame manner, as that of Ruling E1-. | 
# der.. 3; That tryal be taken bythe - 
F Miniſter and Elders,concerning their 
by conperſation, that itbe blameleGand _ 
DP ho-- © 


rw) 
holy : And concerning their gifts, Þ 
© that they have that tenderneſs, dif- 
© cretion,dexterity and prudence, that f 
F is fic for that Imployment, and that || 
& they be admitted 'to their Charge 
S# with Prayer and Supplication, and |: 
# opening of -the Word concerning 
$ their duty publickly in the Congre- | 
* gation, where-they are ſolemnly to | 
' engage themſelves-to be faithful in | 
the truſt committed to them of God, | 
CAS, 6 33 5» 6: tTim, 3. IO | 


CH A P. IV, 
Of their Duty. 
Firſt of their Converſation, f 
== Duty is either that which | 


concerns their Converſation, ;| 
.. or their offioe and calling 3 fortheir 
- .converſation,the Apoſtle ſhews what } 
_: -- | They. in 


bb » Oo 43 co 
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&.* ) 87 ) 
'F They muſe not be double tongued, 
Þ nor lyars, nor difſemblers, nor des 
{ ceivers, 2.. They muſt not be given 
{ to much wine, nor tiplers,nor drun- 
e # kards, nor lovers, nor followers of 
+: ſtrong drink. 3, They muſt not be 
8 | greedy of filthy lucre, nor ſuch as 
* | arecovetous , and whoſe hearts run 
Od | aſter the things of the world, 
1 7 They muſt be grave men, ofa pol'd 
» | and ſtayed carriage, and not.of a 
Þ* light and vain behaviour. 5. They 
F muſt be ſuch as-hold faſt the my- 
; ſtery of Faith in a pure conſcience; 
| þ,e, Fhodonotonly know theDa- 
{ Qrine of the Goſpel, but do hold 
£- faſt the Faith. thereof without wave.. 
1 | ring, and ſtudy to havea good con- 
+: ſciencein on anſwerably theres. 
;& toz 6. They muſt be the husband of 
+ one wife, ſuch as abſtain from all- - 
 /. unlawfulluſts, ſatisfying themſelves. ., 
_ '_ with. 


DD 
s | 
| _ 


| withthe "OR." allowed of God, 7:1 
* They muſt be ſuch as rule their own : 
| houſes and their children well, ſuch j 
* -as-command and inſtruc their chile { 
{ dren and houſhold to keep the way: 
- of the Lord, going before them-in 
the practice of piety and godlineſs, 
| and all holy and religtous duties, 


fiery. 2 


CHAP, V. 
_ Of the. Duties of their Calling. 


; He Duties that #* 

2: Bookof Di; F Deacons are | 
F cipline chap, 3- bound to performin- Þ 

their calling , may 
| be redaced to theſe heads : 1. That | 
| they be careful totake exatt notice- * 
| offuch as are poor in the Congrega=- 
. tion, atid have not wherewith to: } 
| rhaintain themſelves. 2, Thatthey: F 
be carefu} from time co-time to col. |; 


[ leQ:- | 


'F- (89) 
#.le& and —_ froth the ſeveral 
: Members of the Congregation, and 
{ ſtrangers that come among them, 
what the Lord ſhall incline their 
* +. hearts to give for a ſupply of the ne- 
"4. ceſfities ofthe poor; andiina feaſon- 
| | able and Chriſtian way, to frir up 
| and exhort to Charity and Liberali- 
7 ty, that the more may begiven. g. , 
{ T hat what's received and; calleted 
þ by them, be faithfully delivered,that 
| it-may be put in the Treaſury of the 
{ Congregation. -4, That they do tt» : 
| # mouſly make known the ſeveral cot»: 
| ditions _ neceſſities of the ſeveral 
* {| poor within the Congregation, to ' ; 
 F the Church Seſlion, Fn renin 4 
; way be appointed accordingly for 
* F each ofthem, that ſo the poor may - 
- not be put ta begoging, to the prief - - 
+ Pof their ſpirits, and reproach of the 
| | Goſpel. $5» That they be _— -Y 
| => 


A 
\ \ 


—_— D£ 
honeſtly andin fimplicity, withouy 
reſpe& of perſons, to diſtribute and 
delivertothe poor what isappointed 
for ſupply of their neceſlities; and if 
they be Orphans, and young ones, 
or ſuch who haveno knowledge or 


3 
'C 
et 
XK 
'if 
'M 


underſtanding,nor ability to diſpoſe F 
and order the things that concern } 
their food and rayment :: That the]; 
Deacons honeſtly imploy and be-} þ 
ſtow what is given for their uſe,thae } 


they.may be ſupplyed in theſe things. 
6: That they be careful that what be-: 


' longs to the poor benot dilapidated, | 

' Hhoxapplyed to any other uſe 3 and Þ; 
- -If that there be any ſtock in the þ 
: Church Treafure,it be improven to | 

the beſt advantage, for the benefit & |} 
uſe of the poor; Yet ſo that the poor 
be rather always > a tpars; Mo- # 


- neys treaſured up 


| or a vain ſhew:. | 
- 7, That they be careful totake _y 4 
- - of 


1 " 92 
US theſe who are lick; that they may- 
na! zcquaint the Miniſters and Elders 
@ 7 therewith, for viſiting of them 5. and 
if if that they be poor, their neceſſities 
5 4 may be ſupplied. 
Or That Deacons may the more con- 
ſe | yeniently diſcharge their Duty, {ts 
N | fit that ſome part of the Congregas 
tion be aſſigned toevery one of them 
& for the better inſpeRion of the poor 
thereof, and that the Diets of col- 
*FleRing for the poor be divided a- 

$ monglt.them.. - | 
& Thenumber of Deacons inevery _ 
FCongregation is to be according to 
Ftheproportion of the Congregation, + 
{ and ofthe poor thereinz and though i 
[there be no neceſſity of an equal 
number of Elders and Deacons, yet  ? 
Fit is fit that each Elder have ſome 
f Deacon to be affiſting to him in the 
Fbounds of which he bath more pe» _ 

oO culiar, 4! 


; " LY \ 
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Wy" | * 92 | 
war nipection, that ſo- both th 
pe” and the. other -may diſchar; 
duty, with the greater facilj 
euros elves, and with the grea 
aenehc a 
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